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WRITING EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR AWRITING EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR A

COURSECOURSE

The following pages should be of assistance in developing several broad, effectively
stated expected learning outcomes for a course.  When beginning to construct
expected learning outcome statements, it is always good to think about the learners.
Please take a moment to think about the student learners in the course.  Please
consider the following questions:

• What are the most essential things the students need to know or be able to do
at the end of this course?

• What knowledge and skills will they bring with them?
• What knowledge and skills should they learn from the course?

When you begin thinking about the expected learning outcomes for a course, it is a
good idea to think broadly.  Course-level expected learning outcomes do not need to
focus on small details; rather, they address entire classes of theories, skill sets,
topics, etc.

STEP ONE A:

In the space provided, list the major elements that you want your students TO KNOW
(facts, theories, concepts, models, etc.) at the end of the course.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________
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STEP ONE B:

In the following space, list the major things you want your students TO BE ABLE TO
DO (skills, abilities, procedures, etc.) after taking the course.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Checkpoint!  Please make sure your outcomes do not refer simply to the course content (the facts the
students will know).  Be sure to include learning outcomes that describe what the student can do and
who they are.  Brainstorm as many outcomes as you like in this section.  Later on, you will have the
opportunity to narrow down and prioritize these outcomes.
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STEP TWO:  List the Expected Learning Outcomes

Rewrite the expected learning outcomes you listed under Steps 1A and 1B.  In this
section, be sure that these learning outcomes follow the guidelines discussed in the
first section of this workbook.

After taking this course, the student(s) will be able to:

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Checkpoint!  Are all of your expected learning outcomes (1) observable; (2) measurable; and (3)
phrased so they state what the learners will do?  If a learning outcome is content-centered, can it be
re-phrased to focus on the students’ skills/development/attitudes as well?
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STEP THREE: Prioritize the Expected Learning Outcomes

For this section, please refer to the list of expected student learning outcomes you
provided on page 26.  Put a number next to each of the learning outcomes to show
the value you place on each specific outcome.  For example, place a “1” next to the
outcome you believe to be the most important, a “2” next to the second most
important learning outcome, etc.

While all the outcomes you brainstormed are likely to be important, it is
recommended that you select no more than 5 – 10 student learning outcomes to be
listed on your syllabus as the overall course-level expected learning outcomes.  This
helps to keep the course (and your assessment plan) focused and manageable.  You
will find that the other learning outcomes you listed will still have a place in your
course.  Most likely, you will address those learning objectives at a more basic level
(e.g., as an outcome for a particular chapter, unit, assignment, etc.).


